
AP English III: Language and Composition Summer 

Reading 

 

AP English Language and Composition invites students to read closely while examining a 

writer’s purpose and meaning.  The summer essay is a required assignment for the course.  

Essays are expected on the first day of school and will count toward your 1
st
 marking period 

grade.  You want to take this assignment seriously and show what you can do as a writer and as 

an analytical thinker. 

ASSIGNMENT:  You are required to read The Crucible and “Why I Wrote The Crucible” 

by Arthur Miller.   

 

PART ONE: The Crucible (write an analytical essay) 

 

In response to the play, select one of the following essay topics (answer both a and b): 

 

1. Speaking out against social injustice is an important responsibility that all citizens hold.  This 

right is afforded to us through not only the society we live in, but through the Constitution 

which is the foundation of our country.  However, not everyone speaks out against social 

injustices. 

a. Write an essay in which you examine how Giles Corey, John Proctor and Reverend 

Hall all spoke out against the social injustices around them in The Crucible.  Focus on 

the specific injustice being addressed by each person as you develop your essay.  

Were they successful in bringing attention to the injustice? If yes, how did it affect 

the other characters and the outcome? If no, what more could they or other characters 

have done to be successful? 

b. At the end of your essay, give your thoughts on speaking out against social injustice. 

Do you feel it’s important, why or why not? In your response, remain in an academic 

tone and avoid personal pronouns—do not say “I believe it is important”, simply state 

“It is important because…” Do you think the outcome of the Salem witch trials would 

have been different if more people had exercised their responsibility to speak out. 

 

2. Discuss how a theme – such as scapegoating, greed, integrity, hunger for power/authority/respect, 

protectiveness of reputation and self-image, cowardice/bravery, hysteria/paranoia, deception or 

falsehood/honesty, individual/society, the power of falsehood, self-preservation as a powerful 

motivator, absolutism, and hypocrisy – functions in the play.  

a. Analyze the theme from the onset of the play through the conclusion.  Address the 

development of the theme throughout the beginning, middle and end of the play. 

b. Choose a character and discuss how he/she embodies this theme. Discuss how the theme – in 

all of its manifestations and transformations – reveals Miller’s underlying message. Consider 

universalizing the issues and relating them to another time and place, as well as including a 

discussion of how the character/theme relates to the title of the play. 
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Essay Requirements  

• 4 page minimum, typed in Times New Roman 12 point font 

• Academic tone in MLA style (no contractions, no personal pronouns)  

• A clearly stated thesis statement 

• MLA citations for parenthetical citations and a work cited in proper MLA format 

 

Essay Grading 

20 pts.  Organization: Clear organization allows the reader to progress through the paper 

in a logic way, does not stray off topic 

15 pts.  Argumentation: Paper has clear, strong arguments that go beyond description 

15 pts.  Support: Numerous, and various quotes and descriptions that support the 

argument 

15pts.   Content: Demonstrates excellent understanding of the question and the text 

15 pts.  Thesis Statement: Clear statement that directs the argument of the paper is made 

in the opening paragraph.  

10 pts.   Vocabulary: Precise diction, rich use of appropriate vocabulary  

10 pts.  Grammar: No major errors, if there are minor errors, they do not distract from the 

paper 

 

PART TWO: “Why I Wrote the Crucible” (short answer)  

In response to the article, answer the following questions: 

  What are the author’s assertions? 

  What is the author implying? 

  What is the author’s point of view? 

  Who is the author’s intended audience? 

  What is the author’s attitude toward the subject and the audience? 

  What is the author’s purpose? 

 What is the overall effect of the piece? 

 

Type responses and submit them with your fully annotated article on the first day of school. 
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Helpful Hints 

 

• DO read the assignment(s) more than once, first for the story and again for the ideas 

hidden in the story.  Every good writer/ literary analyst does this in order to really 

understand the characters, themes, symbols, etc. in the text. 

 

• DO read the text to find interesting insights and to decipher the “beneath the surface” 

story.  In other words, what is REALLY going on in the story? 

 

• DO use correct, carefully chosen diction (word choices), grammar and sentence structure. 

 

• DO identify all of your quotations and other textual references in correct MLA format 

(https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/).  

 

• DO submit your assignment on the first day of class! 

 

• Do NOT state the obvious! 

 

• Do NOT compliment the writer.  Yes, we know he/she did a great job; that’s why he/she 

is famous and you are reading his/her work. 

 

• Do NOT refer to the writer by his/her first name. He/she is not your buddy. Use either the 

complete name, e.g., “Arthur Miller”, or just the last name, e.g., “Miller”. 

 

• Do NOT summarize the text.  Instead, select poignant passages, analyze them, and 

explain what is significant about the quotes in relation to your thesis statement. 

 

• Do NOT use slang or colloquial language. You MUST write in academic language at all 

times. 

 


